How to Add Value to Your Home
______________________________________
 
Not all home improvements are the same. All increase the pleasure you take in your home, but some increase the RESALE value of your home more that others. According to the National Association of the Remodeling Industry, (NARI), some improvements may add as much as two or three times the actual cost of those improvements to the value of your home.
If your home is in need of repair and upgrading, careful planning should be exercised in the decisions you make. Generally speaking, new kitchens and bathrooms are the most appreciated improvements in a home. Roofs and gutters in good condition are essential in creating a sense of safety and well being. Cosmetic Improvements, including paint, wallpaper, carpets and light fixtures, all give a fresh impression. Attractive landscaping and a neat and tidy yard are very important.
Some expenditure can be less attractive as far as return on investment. Major behind the scenes re-wiring and re-plumbing, while improving safety, receive little recognition and rarely increase the value. Also, large investments in energy saving areas such as extra insulation and thermo windows may take years to recoup even the insulation cost.
 Extra caution needs to be exercised when considering a major addition. Unlike the cost benefits of finishing off unfinished square footage, the creation of a new area to an existing residence can be unbelievably expensive (often running 50% more than budgeted), and it can be difficult to recover the costs when selling. 
You work hard to protect the largest investment you own. Getting the opinion of an experienced realtor on any proposed improvements to your home may yield large dividends when it becomes time to sell!
